
 Dennis Chapman was appointed in 2014 as The New 
School’s third President and Head of School. In one 
year’s time, Dennis has led the implementation of the 
CTP-4 assessment; renovated the Lower School wing, 
which includes a Tinkering Studio with a full time 
STEAM Integration Specialist; grew the annual fund 
raising a record high of more than a quarter million 
dollars; secured a $250,000 grant to establish an arts 
endowment; oversaw the school’s ISACS and ANSAA 
re-accreditation; outperformed budget projections by 
57%; increased enrollment to 360 students, which is 
the first enrollment growth since 2011; hired SLAM 

Collaborative and Independent Schools Council to lead the school’s campus master 
planning process and strategic planning process respectively; and started an Upper 
School Exploratory Task Force to gauge the feasibility and sustainability of adding 
grades 9-12th.  
 
Prior to The New School, Dennis was the Associate Head of School for Advancement 
at The Out-of-Door Academy (ODA), in Sarasota, FL from 2006 – 2014. In this role, 
he was in charge of all fundraising and marketing/communications functions and 
worked directly with the admissions department. Dennis raised $30M during his 
time at ODA and led their $20M Capital Campaign, which was the largest in the 
school’s 90-year history, while growing the Annual Fund by 133%. He won more 
than a dozen regional and national marketing awards for his work while growing 
applications by 200% and adding over 175 students to its enrollment. Dennis was 
involved in piloting several academic projects including a Middle School 1:1 iPad 
program and a Preschool e-Portfolio program in order to track student progress. 
 
Prior to The Out-of-Door, Dennis worked in the development office at The Benjamin 
School in North Palm Beach, FL. Dennis has over 15 years of experience in the 
non-profit sector. Dennis holds a Bachelor of Arts from Trinity International 
University in Mass Communications and a Master of Education degree in 
Educational Leadership from the University of South Florida. Dennis also completed 
the NAIS Aspiring Heads Fellowship program in 2013 and has presented at the FCIS 
(Florida Council of Independent Schools) Conference, CASE (Council to Aid and 
Support Education) conference and Finalsite University. 
 


