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THE NEW SCHOOL OVERVIEW

TOTAL ENROLLMENT     418

PHYSICAL PLANT 93,000 SQFT

OPERATING BUDGET $6 MILLION

UPPER SCHOOL FACULTY WITH         86% 
ADVANCED DEGREES  

CEEB CODE 040005

SCHOOL RECOGNITION
 
TheBestSchools.org ranked The 
New School’s Lower School as 
the best elementary school in 
the United States.

Celebrate Magazine ranked The 
New School’s Middle School 
as the best middle school in 
Northwest Arkansas.

The New School is a 
participating school in the 
nationwide Maker Education 
Initiative (Maker Ed) funded by 
Google and in partnership with 
the Scott Family Amazeum. 

CONTACT
 
Dennis Chapman 
President and Head of School
dennis.chapman@thenewschool.org

Phil Schwartz
Head of Upper School and 
Academic Dean
phil.schwartz@thenewschool.org

Marshall Gray
Director of College Counseling
marshall.gray@thenewschool.org

RECENT STUDENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS
 

• Eighty-seven percent of The New School 2015-2016 seventh grade students 
qualified for the Duke University Talent Identification Program.

• The LEGO Robotics team competed at the FIRST LEGO League World 
Class State Championship and won first place in the presentation category.

• One student was the state champion in the Arkansas Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics Geometry competition.

• Two students were nominated for the 2016 Broadcom MASTERS 
national Middle School Science Competition (two of only four students in 
Northwest Arkansas).

• Ten New School middle school students participated in the 
MATHCOUNTS Chapter Competition at the University of Arkansas with 
students placing 2nd and 15th overall in the Individual Competition. Six 
students advanced to the State Competition with two placing 6th and 11th 
overall, out of more than 100 students.

• First and second place of all schools in the state for the Scholastic Summer 
Reading Challenge. In 2014 students read 128,283 minutes, in 2015 read 
180,901 minutes and in 2016 374,733 minutes.

OUR MISSION

The New School is dedicated to inspiring a love of learning and empowering 
students to reach their potential for academic achievement, creativity and 
citizenship.

The New School is committed to:
• Building confidence and a positive sense of self in every child;
• Instilling a respect for others, beginning with respect for oneself;
• Creating an environment that encourages inquiry and initiative;
• Partnering teachers and parents in the educational process;
• Maintaining a low student-teacher ratio;
• Providing enrichment and discovery beyond the traditional curriculum;
• Setting academic standards that challenge each student to excel, and
• Supporting and developing the highest quality professional staff.

ASSESSMENT

The New School uses the CTP online assessment for students in areas such as 
reading, listening, vocabulary, writing, science, mathematics and verbal and 
quantitative reasoning. The CTP helps compare content specific, curriculum-
based performance to the more conceptual knowledge base found in reasoning 
tests. The purpose of CTP is to assess student growth and performance at the 
time of testing. This enables the school to identify strengths and opportunities 
on an individual and group level. CTP is considered a “low stakes” assessment, 
intended to help teachers and administrators make decisions about curriculum 
and classroom instruction.  The test is designed to assess what students know 
and not their ability to identify the probable right answer.  Used in this way, 
the CTP serves as a diagnostic tool and helps yield reliable results. After two 
years of testing, New School students are outperforming their counterparts at 
both public and independent schools, and the gap has widened from the first 
year to the second.
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ACCREDITATION AND MEMBERSHIP
The New School is one of the few accredited early childhood programs available to families in Northwest Arkansas 
and one of only five schools in the state that has been awarded full accreditation by Independent School Association of 
Central States (ISACS). This accreditation demonstrates that The New School’s programs are comparable to those of 
the most prestigious independent schools in the nation. The New School is also a member of the National Association 
of Independent Schools, the Arkansas Nonpublic School Accrediting Association (ANSAA), the National Association 
of College Admission Counseling (NACAC) and the College Board. 

THE SCHOOL
Founded in 1971, The New School is Northwest Arkansas’ premier independent school providing a student-centered, 
innovative education for more than 400 students in preschool through grade 9. With a low student-to-faculty ratio, 
our students are known and cared for by an excellent faculty in an encouraging atmosphere. The school’s curriculum 
is focused on science, technology, engineering, arts and mathematics (STEAM). Settled on a beautiful 26-acre 
wooded campus that is Natural Wildlife Habitat certified, facilities include a 350-seat auditorium and dance and art 
studios. Recently, The New School raised more than $14 million for a 65,000 square foot expansion. The new space 
includes an Academic Center housing the Middle and Upper Schools, an Innovation Center housing a makerspace, 
robotics lab, woodworking shop, and cybercafe, and an Athletic Center housing a gymnasium, locker rooms, and a 
strength and conditioning facility.

FAMILIES FROM AROUND THE WORLDDIVERSITY

TUITION ASSISTANCE

STUDENT DIVERSITY 7%

FAMILIES FROM 23 COUNTRIES

FAMILIES FROM 33 STATES

STUDENTS RECEIVING T.A. 20%

The New School’s 2016–2017 student 
body had parents from 23 different 
countries including:

The New School’s 2016–2017 student 
body had parents from 33 different 
states.

During the 2016–2017 school year, 
1 in 5 New School students receives 
financial assistance.

Australia

Bolivia

Brazil

Canada

China

Colombia

Czech Republic

Denmark

Ethiopia

Germany

India

Malaysia

Mexico

Nigeria

Russia

South Korea

Syria

Taiwan

Trinidad & Tobago

Vietnam

United Kingdom

United States

Yemen
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