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C O U R S E  C A T A L O G

T H E  N E W  S C H O O L ’ S  M I S S I O N

C O R E  C L A S S E S

The New School community empowers each student through a well-rounded experience and inspires a love of lifelong 
learning.

8TH GRADE STUDENTS WILL TAKE:
• Language Arts

• Math

• Science

• World History: 20th Century

• Entrepreneurship (1 Semester)

• 3 Semester Electives (Physical Education or Athletics 
required)

7TH GRADE STUDENTS WILL TAKE:
• Language Arts

• Math

• Science

• World History: Ancient

• 4 Semester Electives (Physical Education or Athletics 
required)

7th & 8th Grade

T H E  N E W  S C H O O L ’ S  V I S I O N  A N D  C O R E  V A L U E S

Our students will be confident and engaged learners who lead through collaboration and compassion.

We value:

• Curiosity

• Respect

• Citizenship

• Innovation

• Excellence

• Community



C O U R S E  C A T A L O G

L A N G U A G E  A R T S M A T H

LANGUAGE ARTS (7)  1 YEAR
Prerequisites: None

7th Grade Language Arts will teach students how to inter-
act with, interpret, discuss, and write about various types of 
texts. Analysis, Critical Thinking, and Argumentation will 
be emphasized. Students will spend much of the year devel-
oping their writing skills and strategies, going from crafting 
topic sentences, to paragraphs, and, finally, to fully-developed 
essays. Emphasis will be placed on writing as a process, and 
students will use several graphic organizers including top-
down webs and outlines. Initially, work will focus on structure 
and building an argument, but later in the year students will 
begin to look at the more nuanced aspects of writing such 
as a writer’s voice. Students will also be introduced to Close 
Reading and will use the insights gained from it to comment 
on authorial style and technique. Lastly, students will create 
original pieces that use those same literary styles and tech-
niques, incorporating them into both their creative and more 
formalized papers.Grammar will be studied in the context of 
writing.

LANGUAGE ARTS (8)  1 YEAR
Prerequisites: None

8th Grade Language Arts will give students a firm grounding 
in a variety of skills that will help them succeed as they move 
into Upper School classes and begin interacting with and cre-
ating increasingly more complex texts. Foremost among those 
skills will be Close Reading, which is examining a text for 
literary elements and articulating how the author uses them 
to establish meaning. Students will then be asked to write 
persuasively about how the author does so, frequently while 
under a time constraint. They will also create original pieces 
that use those same literary elements, eventually incorporat-
ing them into both their creative and more formalized papers. 
Lastly, students will produce longer pieces for which revision 
and refinement will be paramount. 

7TH GRADE MATH  1 YEAR
Prerequisites: None

Seventh Grade Math-Accelerated will cover algebraic expres-
sions, solving equations & inequalities with integers, fractions, 
decimals, proportions, percents, linear functions & graphing, 
geometry concepts, data analysis, probability, problem solv-
ing, computation & estimation, patterns with functions, and 
measurement. Appropriate technology and manipulatives will 
be used for instruction and assessment.

PRE-ALGEBRA   1 YEAR
Prerequisites: 7th Grade Math or Teacher Recom-
mendation.
Notes: 7th Grade students must test into Algebra.

Pre-Algebra will build the foundation necessary for the stu-
dents to succeed in algebra. Students will learn the following: 
simplifying expressions, solving multi-step equations with 
distribution, operations with rational numbers & exponents, 
solving & graphing inequalities, writing & graphing linear 
function rules, percents & proportions, volume & surface area 
of compound solids, and probability. Appropriate technology 
and manipulatives will be used for instruction and assessment.

ALGEBRA  1 YEAR
Prerequisites: Pre-Algebra or Teacher Recommen-
dation and successful completion of a placement 
test.

Algebra will help students develop proficiency by strengthen-
ing problem solving skills with real-world application, teach-
ing how to analyze linear - exponential - quadratic functions, 
demonstrating how to write & solve equations & inequalities 
& their systems, and showing how to use graphical methods 
for analysis. Students will also be expected to understand 
the process of collecting, evaluating, and interpreting data. 
Appropriate technology and manipulatives will be used for 
instruction and assessment.

GEOMETRY  1 YEAR
Prerequisites: Algebra

Geometry will provide students with a foundation in writing 
proofs and deductive reasoning. Students will learn how to 
use postulates, axioms, properties, proportional reasoning, 
theorems, and many other geometric attributes to develop 
their understanding of Geometry. Students will also strength-
en their understanding of algebraic skills through the applica-
tion of trigonometry and coordinate geometry.

7th & 8th Grade



C O U R S E  C A T A L O G

E L E C T I V E S

S C I E N C E S O C I A L  S T U D I E S

Students in 7th & 8th Grades have the opportunity to take a 
number of Electives each year. Our goal is for students to be 
able to participate in those classes that most interest them. To 
that end, when students register for classes, they will be asked 
to prioritize their choices. We will then use that information 
and work to ensure that students have as close to their ideal 
schedule as possible. Please note that scheduling and the 
selection of certain Electives will limit some choices.

GUIDELINES FOR ELECTIVES:
1. While students will take four Electives each year, state  
 and accreditation standards mandate certain classes that  
 will take up at least one of these slots each year.

 a. 8th Grade students will take one semester of  
  Entrepreneurship.

 b. Students who do not participate in Athletics will be   
  required to take a Physical Education Class          
  during both 7th and 8th Grades. For 8th grade, this class  
  will alternate with Entrepreneurship for the semester.

7TH GRADE SCIENCE  1 YEAR
Prerequisites: None

7th Grade Science will begin to solidify students’ scientific 
literacy and understanding on a broad range of topics. The first 
half of the course will focus primarily on the physical sciences 
with emphasis on topics surrounding energy, chemistry, and 
earth processes. The second half of the course will be mostly 
earth sciences, with emphasis on the formation of the Earth, 
ecology and heredity. Students will spend a significant amount 
of time doing hands-on work both in a lab setting and outside 
the classroom. They will develop the tools needed to explain 
and defend, both verbally and in writing, their opinions on 
emerging topics in science.

8TH GRADE SCIENCE  1 YEAR
Prerequisites: None

8th Grade Science emphasizes the ability to ask good ques-
tions and design scientifically sound experiments. The 
primary focus of the course will be on physical and chemical 
science, giving students many opportunities to work in a lab 
setting. At the end of the course students will be introduced to 
ecology and heredity in order to prepare them for the transi-
tion into biology in 9th grade. In 8th grade, the science fair 
is also a major component of the class. Students will develop 
a question that they want to research, design an experiment 
and present the results of their experiment at the school sci-
ence fair in February.

7TH GRADE WORLD HISTORY: ANCIENT  1 YEAR
Prerequisites: None

Seventh Grade World History will focus on ancient history 
from the time of the early hominids through the Middle Ages. 
Students will learn about the geography of the areas they 
study, analyze the effectiveness of leaders, and look at how ear-
ly innovations continue to affect our world today. Students will 
work on reading informational texts with different purposes. 
They will analyze original documents and identify bias in word 
choice and in content.

8TH GRADE WORLD HISTORY: 20TH CENTURY  1 YEAR
Prerequisites: None

Eighth Grade World History will focus on the 20th century. 
Students will briefly learn about the Renaissance, Scientific 
Revolution, the Age of Exploration, and the Age of Indepen-
dence before delving into the 20th century. Students will learn 
about WWI, the Russian Revolution, the Chinese Civil War, 
WWII, the Holocaust, and the Cold War. Students will analyze 
primary sources, identify authorial intent, and construct 
responses to questions in world history. Lessons will focus on 
learning more than just what happened in history, but why it 
happened and why it is important in understanding the world 
in which we live.

7th & 8th Grade



C O U R S E  C A T A L O G

A R T M U S I C

GRAPHIC DESIGN I  SEMESTER
Prerequisites: None

This course introduces the interaction of text and image and 
the fundamental components of graphic communication. 
Students will develop and hone skills in working with text and 
image as they create solutions to a series of design problems. 
Visual literacy will be increased through exposure to con-
temporary art and design issues and graphic design history. 
Students will be expected to expand their proficiency in all 
aspects of the design process, including the use of formal 
design principles, type as image, creative brainstorming, 
conceptualizing, critical thinking, collaboration, and presen-
tation. Students will also examine graphic art as a component 
of contemporary society and culture and develop design skills, 
using programs such as Adobe Illustrator and Photoshop.

GRAPHIC DESIGN II SEMESTER
Prerequisites: Graphic Design I

Graphic Design II is the second course in the Graphic Design 
curriculum. It is an intermediate level course that expands the 
skills and knowledge acquired in Graphic Design I. Knowl-
edge of and exposure to contemporary design issues and 
graphic design history will be an important component of this 
course. Students will be expected to expand their proficiency 
in all aspects of the design process, including creative brain-
storming, conceptualizing, critical thinking, collaboration, 
and presentation. The course emphasizes practical assign-
ments that examine applied problem solving and professional 
solutions for graphic designers using typography, image, and 
symbols. Specific themes/topics for the course include visual 
grouping and hierarchy, visual identity development, and 
application of Gestalt theory. Students will develop design 
skills using Adobe Illustrator and Photoshop. Acceptance into 
Graphic Design II requires completion of Graphic Design I.

VISUAL ARTS  SEMESTER
Prerequisites: None

This course introduces students to art-making strategies in 
a variety of forms, including mixed media (combinations of 
traditional and experimental art materials), drawing, paint-
ing, and printmaking. Through a series of studio assignments, 
students will learn to generate creative ideas, explore materi-
als and techniques, and develop artwork that communicates 
their ideas. Students will also develop an appreciation for art 
history and contemporary art from exposure to artists and art 
movements throughout time.

BEGINNER ENSEMBLE 1 YEAR
Prerequisites: None

Ensemble is a beginning instruments course that teaches 
students how to play musical instruments such as saxophone, 
trumpet, and trombone. The core values of the class strive 
to build students’ confidence, embrace collaboration, and to 
develop important life skills such as perseverance, creativity, 
focus, and dedication to one’s craft. Students learn the per-
formance skills necessary play their instrument in all styles of 
music ranging from classical to rock and roll. No previous ex-
perience is required. The New School will host an instrument 
rental night where parents can rent an instrument for their 
student through Palen Music Center. In this class, students 
will have opportunities to perform for their friends, family, 
and community. Students will also record in a professional 
studio and form performance partnerships with the after 
school rock bands for additional performance opportunities. 

SONGWRITING & COMPOSITION SEMESTER
Prerequisites: None

In Songwriting, students will explore the inner workings of 
music and learn the skills necessary to compose music for 
any instrument in any genre or style of music. In this class 
students will compose their own music, learn how to record 
songs using various pieces of technology, create film scores 
for movies, and, finally, have their music performed for a live 
audience by professional musicians.

SONGWRITING & COMPOSITION II  SEMESTER
Prerequisites: Songwriting & Composition

In Songwriting II, students will learn increasingly advanced 
techniques for music composition. Areas of study will include 
compositional techniques for the classical and modern era, 
working with professional audio software, and a more in 
depth look at music composition in the professional world, i.e. 
commercial music and music for television/film. The semester 
will conclude with a performance of the student’s composi-
tions performed by professional musicians.
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C O U R S E  C A T A L O G

7th & 8th Grade
W O R L D  L A N G U A G E S T E C H N O L O G Y

SPANISH 1  1 YEAR
Prerequisites: None

Spanish 1 students learn basic and irregular Spanish gram-
mar such as verb conjugation and sentence structure while 
using the basic skills of speaking, listening, reading and writ-
ing in the present tense. Students continue to study various 
aspects of Hispanic culture in Spain and Latin American 
countries through appropriate and authentic written, visual 
and audio content, which will include a variety of historical, 
social and cultural topics. Active participation is required.

SPANISH 2 1 YEAR
Prerequisites: Spanish 1 or sucessful completion of 
a placement test.

Spanish 2 students learn intermediate Spanish grammar with 
emphasis on learning the following verb tenses: preterite, im-
perfect, past perfect, subjunctive, reflexive, future, conditional 
and commands. Grammar and sentence structure will prog-
ress to intermediate skill levels of speaking, listening, reading 
and writing in the various tenses. Students will continue to 
study various aspects of Hispanic culture in Spain and Latin 
American countries through appropriate and authentic 
written, visual and audio content, which will include a variety 
of historical, social and cultural topics. Active participation is 
required.

FRENCH 1  1 YEAR
Prerequisites: None

French 1 is an introduction to French language and culture. 
The fundamentals of French pronunciation, grammar, and 
culture are presented through a balanced development of 
four skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The 
importance of communication and cultural awareness is 
stressed through a wide variety of activities including group 
projects, video, audio, cuisine, and conversation. This course 
is designed for students with little or no knowledge of French 
language or culture. 

MANDARIN 1  1 YEAR
Prerequisites: None

This course introduces the standard (Mandarin) Chinese 
phonetics system (Pinyin), basic grammatical structures, 
and functional daily language use. The course emphasizes 
the training of all four-language skills (speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing) and develops an understanding of socio-
linguistics and the socio-cultural factors that are important to 
cross-cultural communication. Students will also learn how to 
put Chinese characters into computer format.

WEB DESIGN  SEMESTER
Prerequisites: None

Web Design class will provide a basic understanding of the 
methods and techniques for developing a simple to moder-
ately complex website. Using the current standard web page 
language (HTML), and the current standard for style (CSS) 
students will be instructed on creating and maintaining a 
simple website.

PYTHON PROGRAMMING  SEMESTER
Prerequisites: None

In Programming, students will build on the concepts from 
6th grade technology class, by learning to plan and build 
programs with Python. The course will center on learning 
the syntax of the language, as well as the structure of complex 
games and applications. Students will work throughout the 
semester to create a series of increasingly complicated games.

T H E A T R E  A R T S

INTRODUCTION TO DRAMA  FALL SEMESTER
Prerequisites: None

Introduction to Drama will give students an overview of the 
basic elements of both acting and the technical side of theatre. 
Students will learn about a variety of theatre related topics 
including, but not limited to, acting techniques, script writ-
ing, script reading, line memorization, audition techniques, 
improvisation and technical theatre. Intro to Drama students 
will also assist on the 4th & 5th grade musical in October. 
This course is required in order to take DRAMA II.

DRAMA II SPRING SEMESTER
Prerequisites: Introduction to Drama

In this class students discover what it takes to produce a play - 
from choosing a script, auditioning and casting the play to the 
rehearsal process all the way to the final technical rehearsals 
and performances in May. Students will contribute design 
ideas for set, lights, sound and costumes, explore ways to 
include music and art, and learn to take ownership of their 
work. In addition, Drama II students will assist on the 2nd & 
3rd grade musical in March.



C O U R S E  C A T A L O G

7th & 8th Grade
B U S I N E S S  &  C A R E E R S

ENTREPRENEURSHIP (8)  SEMESTER
Prerequisites: None

In Entrepreneurship students will work together to develop 
a business, from idea generation to market launch, with the 
ultimate goal of bringing that business to market. Students 
will step out of the theoretical and into the reality of creating 
a start-up.

M A K E R  S E R I E S

INTRODUCTION TO WOODWORKING (8-10) SEMESTER
Prerequisites: None

This course is designed to expose students to the fundamen-
tal elements and skills of basic woodworking. Students will 
understand the safe, effective and efficient use of both hand 
and power tools while emphasizing craftsmanshitp, planning 
and finishing. As students progress, they will create various 
woodworking projects that reinforce and challenge skills 
while exploring

P H Y S I C A L  E D U C A T I O N

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  SEMESTER
Prerequisites: None

Middle School Physical Education will consist of a variety of 
engaging activities designed to help students develop mind 
and body. Students will learn how to stay healthy and active 
while also exploring new and exciting ways to live a healthy 
lifestyle. Students will enjoy Matball, Gladiator, and other 
New School favorites. Students will get to go on field trips to 
places like AAO and other facilities close to campus to partic-
ipate in new activities. Physical Education at The New School 
is a great time for students to learn to love activity.



2514 New School Place 
Fayetteville, AR 72703 

479-521-7037 

thenewschool.org


